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Elder Ball. 

11 a. m., bhymn and prayer. 

Eider Bantock then reported the 
North London, Elder Garner the 
Wandsworth, Elder White the White 
chapel, Elder Cornell the Woolwich, 
Elder Simons the Gray’s, Eider Ball 
the Lambeth and the Forest Hill 
branches. 

Pres. Smith then expressed bis 
leasure in hearing the reports and 
bore testimony to their truthfulness. 
He gave some excellent instructions on 
teaching and the necessity of the 
teachers setting a good example. 

Elder Naisbitt spoke, and showed 
the great responsibility resting on 
those that hold the Priesthood of 
God. Without it men could not go 
forth unto the nations of the earth 
and baptize men and women for the 
remission of sins, neither could they 
go forth and preach, for is it not 
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| true to day as they were then, and God 


| wae just as willing to assist us now as 
he was then. This is not a work that 
can be accomplished in a few days or a 
few years, but yet we know we have 
been redeemed in part. The faith we 
bad has increased. We feel we are 
more separated from the world and it 
will be so if we strive to keep the laws 
of God. We shall then more fully 
understand the greatness of the work 
and the blessings that we may enjoy, 


your hands from the plow. He then 
bore a powerful testimony to the 
truths of the gospel and the restora- 
tion of the Priesthood again to man. 
He urged his brethren to live to all the 
requirements of the gospel. so that 
their teachings might be effectual to 
this end. He felt to bless them, that 
the Spirit of God may rest on them 
that the instructions given might do 


written, how can they hear without 


good. 


a preacher, and how can he preach, The choir sang. Prayer by Elder 


unless he be sent? By it men can 
build up the kingdom of God. By 
this priesthood the wilderness is being 
made to blossom as the rose,” cities 
and towns have been built, by men 
like those I see before me. Yet they 
have done it by the priesthood and its 
power received in the house of the 
Lord. By it alone can Zion be built 
up and increase from city to city, from 
territory to territory, from state to 
state, and nation to nation, until the 
will of God will be done and the 


power of his priesthood ‘‘ cover the | 


earth as the waters cover the face of 
the miguty deep.” | 

Eider Miner said he miabt compare 
the Priesthood te a set of tools in the 
hands of a mechanic—then showed the 
responsibility that rested on those 
that held the same and the blessings 
that: must accrue where it was honored 
and its requisitions carried out. 

res. Budge said he had listened 
with a great degree of interest to the 
reports and remarke of the brethren. 
He had the privilege, many years ago, 


to labour in the London Conference, 


but he saw only a few faces now that 
he knew then, for many had been 
gathered to Zion and many no doubt 
had become lukewarm and left their 
first love for the gospel... Bat.he could 


4 


T. Smith. 
2.30 p. m. 

The choir sang. Prayer by Elder 
Conelley. Singing. The sacrament 
was adiminis'ered. 

Elder J. R. Young addressed the 
cungregation, elucidating, in a clear 
and interesting manner, the necessity 
of divine anthority to enable a person 
‘to officiate in the ordinances of the 
gospel of Christ. He also explained, 
with clearness, the first principles or 
ordinances of the plan of salvation. 
Elder Smith bore testimony to the 
restoration of the gospel, by an Angel, 
to the Prophet Joseph, showing the 
necessity of all being bap‘ized as Jesus 
was. He testified to the restoration of 
Apostles and Pruphets, etc., as they 
were in the Church in the days of 
Jesus. He knew for himself that 
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God, 
and would never forget when he laid 


little boy. He spoke of the coming of 
Christ again to earth and of u place 


er J. H. M ed | 
far two ears. "He trusted his efforts were 


in a few 


sy that the truths of the gospel were as 


God. He bid the Saints adieu, 
— — expressed 


but there is no standing still or taking 


his hands on his head when he was a 


and a people who should be prepared 


results to the — 8 
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hope that he would meet them at the gath- 
of the Saints. 

Elder f spoke of the necessity of 
each member of the Church having a testi- 
mony of the truth of the 22 for himself, 
in to its 

itt ee a highly 
upon the two met 
of communication between God and his 
children on the earth. He dwelt eloquently 
upon the educational methods in the 
economy of God by which mankind were 
enabled, step by step, to pursue the path of 
progress. He showed the beauty and effl- 
cacy of the gospel and bore a powerful tes- 


Singi ging. Prayer. 

Elder A. Miner delivered an ane 
the difference betwixt the afte 
called Christian ministers and t 
cated by the Latter-day — — — 
milarity between the latter and the ba 5 
of Christ, as taught 1 Himself, pe 
President Budge elivered an 1 2115 
course upon the first principles of the gospel, 
quoting the scriptures and substantiating 

with logical reasoning every proposition 

— advanced. 

After a few concluding remarks from Pre- 
sident Smith, the choir song an authem ; 
the benediction was int adjourned. Presi- 


timony as to the divinity of its dent Budge and meeting ad 
Singing by the choir. Prayer by Presi- EPHRAIM ADAM 
dent Smith, | nference 
POETRY. 
NOW! 


Look not to the Past for pleasure, 
Nor yet to the Future turn ; 

For the Past has filled its measure, — 
Let it lie in Memory’s urn. 


Not the Past, nor vet the — 
Can we mortals call our ow 

Only ours the living Pres 
Here alone we have our home. 


Memory throws deceitful glamour 
Backward o’er the path of Life— 

Smoothing over the rough places, 
Cov ring up the scenes of strife. 


Little joys and little sorrows. 
Woof and warp together wrought, 
Make the texture of the fabric. 
That the Past to us has brought. 


Hope stands by with lifted finger, 
Pointing to a future store. — 

Sweeily whispering, that . 
You ll be happy evermore. | 


Darling Hope but cheats our fancies,— 
Moes us wrong in doing this: é 

Takes us from the living Present 

- ‘lo the Future for our bliss. _ 


Thus we see not, sweetly „ 
Round the path through whi 

Sweetest flowers of joy and — 
Waiting but to crown our eal, i 


Look not forward to the Future. 
Look not backward to the Past ;. 

Turn you to the living Present. — 
Find in this your joy at last. 


DIE D. 


Stevens.—In the 18th Ward, Salt Lake City, August 25th, 1878, Jacob Stevens, ee 19th 
1819, at Copperhouse Thayle, Cornwall, England, Gathered to Utah in 1864. 


BaRTON—4At Wigan, of scarlet-fever, | 


ug. 39th, William Henry Barton, youngest son of w. 7. 


Barton, aged 2 years and 9 —— oe papers please copy. 
CromPpron.— At Halliwell near Botton, July 28rd, of chronic rheumatism, Ann Crompton, age 62 | 


_ Deceased was baptized by Elder Thomas Livesey in 1874. 


WANTED.—Any person knowing of the whereabouts of Mr. Robert Robert Moore, who rer 
resided at Thornton 1 Place, Liverpool, will confer a favor by informing ) 


holland, 21st Ward, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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“No WEAPON THAT IS FORMED AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER ; 
THAT SHALL RISE AGAINST THEE IN JUDGMENT THOU SHALT CONDEMN. THIS! IS THE 
HERITAGE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE LORD, AND 


SAITH THE LORD.”—ZJsaiah liv, 17. 


EVERY TONGUE 
THEIR. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OF ME 


10, 39, Vol. II. Monday, September 30, 1878. Price One Penny. 
ARE WE OF ISRAEL? 
BY ELDER GEO. REYNOLDS, 
Israel shall blossom and bud and fill the world with fruit,”—Jsaiah. 


[contINUED FROM PAGE 579.] 


CHAP. IV. 

ISRAEL'S JOURNEY NORTHWARD— Es- 
AND MODERN REVELATION 
COMPARED —-THE TESTIMONY OF 
JESUS, TO THE NEPHITES—EPHRAIM 
“TO BB GATHERED FROM ALL COUN- 
TRIES—THE CUASTS OF THE EARTH 

—THE ANCESTORS 
Dax SAINTS, 


Having ‘considered the causes that 


led the outcasts of Israel to determine 
to seek a home in a new and uninha- 
dited land, we may be excused if we 
endeavor to follow them in fancy in 
their journey northward. We have 
no way of accurately estimating their 
numbers, but if the posterity of all 
those who were carried into captivity 


started on this perilous journey, they. 


must kave formed a mighty host. 
Necessarily they moved slowly. They 
were encumbered with the aged and 
infirm, the young and the helpless 
with flocks and herds, and weighed 
down with provisions and household 
utensils. Roads had to be made, 
bridges buiit, and the course marked 


OF THE LATTER-. 


they were encumbered with families 


out and decided by their leaders.* 
Inasmuch as they had turned to the 
Lord and were seeking a new home 
wherein they could the better serve 
him, they were doubtless guided by 
inspired leaders, who, by Urim and 
Thummim, or through dreams and 
visions, pointed out the paths ahead. 
Perhaps, as in the days of the deli- 
verance from Egypt, a pillar of cloud 
by day and of fire by night guided 
their footsteps ; no matter the means, 
the end was accomplished, and slowly 
and gradually they neared the frozen 
regions of the Arctic zone. The dis- 
tance in a direct line from the con- 
jectured crossing of the Euphrates to 
the coasts of the Arctic Ocean, would 
be about 2,800 miles, or a seven 
months’ journey, averaging 15 miles a 
day. But according to Esdras, one 
year and a half was consumed in the 
journey, which is an evidence that 


Jesus distinetly states to the Nephites, 
that these tribes were led by the athe | 


out of the land”. 
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and cattle, who could only travel 
slowly, and for whom many resting 


places had to be found where they 
could recuperate. It is highly pro- 
bable that, like modern Israel in its 
journey westward to the valleys of 

phraim, they planted temporary 


colonies by the way, where the weary 


„ and crops were raised for 
future use. 

The length of the journey had its 
advantages as well as its drawbacks. 
The slow rate at which they traveled 
enabled them to become acclimatized 
to the rigors of the frigid zone. We 
must recollect that we are dealing with 
a people cradled in the burning sands 
of Egypt, and who, [for many genera- 
tions, had dwelt in one of the most 
balmy and genial climates on this 
globe. Their temporary sojourn in 
the bleaker region near the Caspian 
Sea had partially prepared them for 
that which was to come, but it re- 
quired time to give them the capability 
to endure the rigors of a northern 
clime, as they were, by ancestry and 
location, distinctively children of the 
sunny south. 3 

No doubt, as the hosts of Israel 
advanced, the change in the climate, 
the difference in the length of the 
days and nights, the altered appear- 
ance of the face of the country, and the 
newness, to them, of many of its ani- 
mal and vegetable productions, struck 
them with amazement, perhaps with 
terror, causing some of the weak- 
kneed to falter and tarry by the 
way. 
creased as the changes became more 
apparent and the toils of the journey 
grew more severe. But what must 
have been their sengations when they 
came in view of the limitless Arctic 
Ocean, if the climatic conditions were 
the same as those which exist to-day ; 
of which, however, there is perhaps 
some reason to doubt. No matter 
whether they drew nigh unto it in 
winter or in summer, the : prospect 
must have been appalling to the 
bravest heart not sustained by the 
strongest and most undeviating faith 
in the premises of Jehovah. Sup- 
posing they reached the northern con- 
fines of the European continent in 
summer, they were in a land where 
the snow is almost perpetual, and 


These defections probably in- 
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scarcely else but mosses grow. Before 
them was a troubled ocean of unknown 
width, every step they advanced took 
them further north into greater ex. 
tremes of cold. Well might they 
question, if so little is here produced 
for the food of man and beast, how 
will it be yet further northward? Must 
we perish of hunger? If, on the other 
hand; they approached the frozen 
shores of this unexplored waste of 
waters in the gloom of the long night 
of an Arctic winter, with the intense 
cold freezing to their very blood, their 
feelings of dread must have been yet 
more intense. No wonder if some 
turned aside, declared they would go 
no further, and gradually wandered 
back through northern Europe to more 
congenial climes. Again it may be 
asked, how did this unnumbered host 
cross this frigid ocean to their present 
hiding place? On this point both 
history and revelation are silent. The 
Arctic Ocean was no narrow neck of 
the great waters like the Red Sea, 
with the mountains of the opposite 
shore full in yiew. No, it spread out 
before them eternally—north, east, 
and west, with no inviting shore in 
sight beyond. Yet despite all this, 
they did cross it; but how we know 
not—perhaps on the ice of winter, 
perhaps the Lord threw up a highway, 
or divided the waters as he did afore- 
time, that they passed through dry 
shod. But we must abide His time, 
when this and other secrets of their 
history shall be revealed. 

Since penning the foregoing ideas 
we have been informed that certain 
ancient Scandinavian legends entirely 
agree with our theory. We under- 
stand that these legends state that 
the ten tribes, in their journey north- 
ward, erected at various points, on 
prominent mountain heights and such 
like, monuments or heaps of stones, so 
that if they determined to return they 
might have some guides on the road 
back to the Euphrates. These same 
traditions state that colonies of the 
very young and infirm, as well as of 
the wayward and rebellious, were left 
by the wayside, and from these colonies 
the fathers of the Norsemen sprang. 
These legends, in time, became crys- 
talized, and make their appearance as 


verities in the traditional histories of 


* 
. 
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the nations of northern Europe. 
Esdras says that he was shown that 
they abode in this north.country until 
the latter time, when they were to 
come forth again, a great multitude, 
to add to the glory of Messiah’s king- 
dom. This statement agrees with the 
word of modern revelation to which 
we now draw attention. : 
Nearly half a century ago the Lord, 
through Josepb Smith, in speaking of 
the lost ten tribes, says: (Doc. & 
Cov., Revelation called the Appendix.) 
‘‘They who are in the north coun- 
tries shall come in remembrance before 
the Lord, and their pruphets shall hear 
his voice, and shall no longer stay 


themselves, and they shall smite the | > 


rocks and the ice shall flow down at 
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their presence. And an highway shall 
be cast up in the midst of the great 
deep.“ Their enemies shall become 
a prey unto them, and in the barren 
deserts there shall come forth pools of 
living water; and the parched ground 
shall no longer be a thirsty land. 
And they shall bring forth their rich 
treasures unto the children of Ephraim 
my servants. And the boundaries of 
the everlasting hills shall tremble at 
their presence. And they shall fall 
down and be crowned with glory, even 
in Zion, by the hands of the servants 
of the Lord, even the children of 
Ephraim.“ 


Query, — The Arctic and North Atlantic 
ceans. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 


THE GATHERING PLACE. 


— 


When a person who honestly desires 
to engage in the service of his God has 
become converted to the fact that He 
has commenced to perform His mar- 
vellous and wonderful work ” of the 
latter days, l he carries his conclusion 
into effect by exercising faith, repent- 
ing of his sins, being baptized for the 
remission of them and receiving the 
Holy Ghost, by the laying on of hands, 
as set forth in the Scriptures. Follow- 
ing this course of the repentant be- 
liever is a spiritual influence which 
insensibly incites.in the mind a desire 
to gather with the main body of the 
Church. The still small voice of the 
Spirit ” whispers to his soul, in unmis- 
tukable tones, Come out of her my 
people.” 

The present gathering place of the 
Saints is, in many respects, a peculiar 
region. Its immense towering moun- 
tain ranges, which are cut here and 
there with gorges or canons whose 
walls in many places are surmounted 
by rugged and toppling cliffs, form 
portions of interesting pictures of 
impressive grandeur. Down the rug- 
ged chasms gurgle and dash impetous 
streams of limpid water. The gorges 
which split the mountains appear as if 
purposely placed there by the fostering 


hand of omnipotence, as convenient 
passage ways between the nestling 
valleys, which extend in broken chains 
in each direction of the compass. Such 
features as these alone render the 
gathering place of the Saintsa peculiar 
country. 

Wisely has the Lord provided that 
it is no place for those whose disposi - 
tions lead them to be at ease in 
Zion.“ Upon such His displeasure has 
been plainly pronounced. 
have laid the flattering unction to 
their souls’ that when they reach the 
„ bosom of the Church” they have 
arrived at a mental and physical 
‘Shaven of rest, will, should they 
succeed in getting there, awake to a 
sense ef their egregious mistake. 

Every power, physical and mental, 


with which man has been endowed by 


his Creator was given for legitimate 
use, and therefore, labor, in a certain 
sense, is worship ; because it is putting 


to their crdained purposes the powers 


which God has given us. It is true 
that in Utah and the portions of the 
surrounding territories where the 
Saints have settled, there are, nestling 
in the peaceful vales, flourishing cities, 
towns and villages and fruitful fields. 
And in those blessed places is heard the 


Those who 
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voice of melody and rejoicing. But 
these are the fruition of indefatigable 
labor. Man has put forth his hand in 
diligence and, by the accompanying 
blessing of the Lord, the land 
given liberally of its strength. With- 
out the industrious efforts of her 
thrifty inhabitants the gathering place 
of the Saints would have been still an 
unfruitful field. 

The very nature of the country 
demands that man should exercise his 
mental and physical strength in the 
development of its resources. Whereas 
im many other portions of America, 
„the choice land above all other 
lands, the mountain slopes present a 
fresh and verdant appearance, clothed 
in the beauty of clusteriug forests or 
spontaneous growth of flowers and 
grasses, those of Utah, without the 
magic touch of industrious labor, 
would be comparatively bald and un- 
productive. So even, to a considerable 
extent, with the valleys. True our 
fields, farms and orchards give forth in 
rich abundance for the support of the 
people. But the ground has to be 
petted, coaxed and labored upon to 
give this pleasing result. The melting 
snows which pour down from the 
mountain chasms and tops in summer, 
in the shape of gurgling streams, have 
to be utilized. The waters are convey- 
ed upon the parched soil, which gives 
a generous response for this quenching 
of its thirst for moisture. 

In all this we can see the evidences 
of divine wisdom. Blessings that are 
obtained with little effort are not near- 
ly so much appreciated, as a rule, as 
those gained by determined and per- 
sistent struggling. Were the Saintsin 
a position where the temporal favors 
they enjoy came to them more easily, 
they would not be of that energetic 
and enterprising class which makes 
them now 80 conspicuous in that 
direction. The patient industry and 
devotion to the cause they have 
espoused is a general theme of admi- 
ration with intelligent strangers from 
all parts of the world who visit Utah. 
They are there receiving a temporal 
and spiritual educational conrse that 
will esable them, in the due time of 
the Lord, to build up His kingdom in 
its strength, splendor and glory. 

The Saints who gather should do so 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


with no other motive than to keep the 
commandments of the Living God. 
Those who go up to Zion with the 


sordid and gross view of merely better. 


has | ing their temporal condition are likely 


Such are not 


to be disappointed. 
spiritual power of 


filled with that 

which every Saint should be 

| and are therefore very liable to become 
a and make shipwreck of their 
aith. 

Not a few people gather with the 
Saints embued with absurd conceptions 
of the existing condition. They expect 
to find everybody perfect and, being 
necessarily disappointed, disaffection 
and finally, in some instances, apostacy 
follow. Such forget that instead of 
the imperfections of the people being an 
evidence against the divine authenticity 
of the work it is otherwise. The beau- 
tiful simile made use of by the Savior 
is applicable here. He compared the 
preaching of the gospel to a net that is 
cast into the sea, drawing fish of every 
kind, good, bad and indifferent, to the 
shore. This heterogeneous gathering 
involves subsequent separation or se- 
lection, and patient endurance has to 
be exercised until the Lord decrees 
that the time for the application of 
that process has arrived. One of the 
best remedies for persons who look for 

rfection in their fellows is to examine 
into their own imperfect condition, 
and, unless they be blinded with a 
thick film of conceit, they will discover 
they have been demanding from others 
that which did not have an existence in 
their own compositions. But it is, 
with many, much easier to see the 
mote that appears in the eye of a 
brother than the beam that is conspic- 
uous in their own. 

The gathering place of the Saints is 
a school in which the Lord is educating 
a people whom he intends to redeem 
and use for the building up of His 
kingdom gloriously, beginning at the 
Centre Stake of Zion, in Jackson 
County, Missouri. For this e 
the faithful among the gathered Saints 
will be called upon and led forth by 
the power of His right arm to estab- 
lish the institutions of heaven upon 
the consecrated spot.“ When the 
Saints are ready to perform this mar- 


velous work, and the set time of the 
Lord has come, they will: go forth in 


* 
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the strength of the Holy One of Israel 
and perform it. That that time can 
not be far distant is evident from the 
revelations the Lord has given con- 
cerning it. Speaking through the 
Prophet Joseph in September, 1832, 
He said : . 
“Verily this is the word of the 
Lord, that the City New Jerusalem 
shall be built by the gathering of the 
Saints, beginning at this place, even 
the place of the temple, which temple 
shall be reared in this generation ; for 
verily, this generation shall not all 
away until an house shall be built 
unto the Lord, and a cloud shall rest 
upon it, which cloud shall be even the 
glory of the Lord, which shall fill the 
house. This revelation was given 
forty-six. years ago, nearly half a cen- 
tury, and yet that house is to be built 
and illumined by the brightness of the 
power of God before the generation in 
which the prophetic words were uttered 
shall have passed away. Considerable 
time will necessarily be consumed in 
the erection of a structure of such 
magnificent and symetrical proportions. 
The reasonable inference is, therefore, 
that the work of the Father is rolling 
on to a consummation. 3 
The present gathering place is, as 
already stated, an educational institu- 
tion, to prepare the Saints for that 
which is to come. It is the ‘‘ threshing 
floor ef the Lord,” separating thecbaff 
from the wheat. The enemies of the 
Gospel have endeavored on many oc- 
casions and in various ways, to demol- 
ish this preparatory school. They sent 


an army to Utah in 1857—8, with the 
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4 
avowed purpose of destroying the 
growing power in the West. This was 
a miserable failure. Unjust, unconsti- 
tutional laws have been passed by the 
United States Congress with the same 
object in view. Officers of the govern- 
ment, by unauthorized, illegal and 
persecutive measures, intended to strip 
the Latter-day Saints of their freedom 
and every political privilege, have 
sought the same result. All they ulti- 
mately accomplished was their own 
disgrace and discomfiture,, The Lord 
has said, by the voice of inspiration, 
J will fight your battles,” and he has 
been most notably true to His promise. 
In a revelation given December, 1831, 
He said: Verily, thus saith the Lord 
unto you, there is no weapon that is 
formed against you shall prosper ; and 
if any man lift his voice against you, 
he shall be confounded in mine own 
due time.” The long list of high 
ones” who have opposed the work of 
God, and have been confounded and 
brought low, bears ample evidence that 
this assurance was not in vain. : 

In these lands the Saints, by receiv- 
ing the first principles of the gospel 
prepare themselves to advance a step 
further by wending their way to the 
present gathering place of the Church 
of Christ. When there they are still 
in the school of progress where the 


work of preparation still goes on, pro- 


essing step by step, pressing onward 
with the the of the 
Father, getting ready for the appear- 
ance of the Bridegroom, when he shall 
descend in the majesty of his power, to 
reign over His people. J. N. 


AMBITION. 


BY ELDER CHARLES W. NIBLEY. 
— — 


The element of ambition enters, in 
some degree, into every life. It in- 
cites to action, and, when properly 
guided and controled, is productive of 
good. A laudable ambition springs 
from the wish to do goed, and not 
from a desire to excel ; the latter feel- 
ing may become a passion, and cne 


may labor not because of the good 
results produced, but rather that he 


may secure praise and place above his 
fellows. When such a feeling obtains 
in the heart of any Elder in Israel, 
his usefulness and influence gradually 
decrease, for the Lord is not well 
pleased with those who seek the praise 
of others, and his blessings will not 
follow the practice of any principles 
except these of righteousness. Ina 
— given through Joseph the 
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‘Prophet, the Lord administered a 
severe rebuke to Martin Harris, be- 
cause he sought to excel, and there is 
a great lesson to be learned from this 
same idea. | 

It is true that many of the illustra- 
tions given us, during our early years, 
were calculated to increase within us 
the element or principle of ambition. 
Who does not remember the bright 
examples of illustrious ones which 
were held up for us to emulate? 
How often have we been told to dis- 
tinguish ourselves, and become great 
through our own efforts—to aim high 
in life, and work to an object? Now 
it is conceded that great results are, 
as a rule, produced through patient 
labor. To ‘‘leara to labor and to 
wait” is a great virtue, but it is ques- 
tionable whether those instructions 
which fire the ambition were always 
profitable. The truly great and most 
renowned of earth are those who sougbt 
praise the least.. Look, for example, 
at the Prince of. Peace! And his teach- 
ings to those whom he desired should 
become the great judges of Israel. 
The admonition was, Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven” (Mat. xviii, 4.) 

An ambitious man is ever unsatisfied. 
Alexander wept because there were no 
more nations to conquer. 
who is ambitious of wealth, is happier 
when he has a reasonable amount of 
means, than when he piles up his 
millions, Byron says: 


ascends to mountain tops shall 


Their lest peaks, most wrapt in clouds 
and snow; 
He who surpasses or subdues mankind, 
Must look down on the hate of those below. 
While far above the sun of glories glow, 
And far beneath the earth and ocean spread; 
Round him are icy rocks, and loudly blow 
Contending tempests on his naked head, 
And thus reward the toils that to these 
summits led.“ | 
Byron was right; it is vanity and 
vexation of spirit to him, who, through 
ambitious desires, surpasses or sub- 
dues mankind. 
It is frequently the case that those 
who desire position and preferment in 
a community are the very ones who 
are the least qualified for those places. 
It sometimes happens that an Elder, 


The man 
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who, at home, is anxious to be 
on a foreign mission, feels that he jg 
the man who can do some good : on] 
gratify his ambition and you will find 
that, in many instances, in a fer 
months he is the most home-sick and 
useless of Elders. Illustrations of 
this can be found in every grade of 
society, from the least to the highest 
offices; and yet how little of pleasure 
or peace such acquisitions bring. 
All virtues bring peace and happi- 
ness; a man who does a good deed is 
repaid in the pleasurable feelings he 
experiences. It is peace to the soul, 
and an invisible something follows with 
ten fold blessings for every one who 
unselfishly does good; while the man 
who has a double motive, who seems 
to be performing a noble act, and yet 
has a lurking ambition that he desires 
to gratify, will also find this invisible 
something follow him in all his works, 
and some day it will plainly be made 
manifest that he has frittered away his 
life. | 
Few men have been higher in Eng. 
land’s glory, than, in his time, was 
Cardinal Wolsey; and yet, in deep 
anguish, he is said to have exclaimed, 
„Had I but served my God with half 
the zeal I served my King, He would 
not in mine age have left me naked to 
mine enemies.” An unbounded an- 
bition was his curse, and Shakespere 
makes him say to Cromwell: 


Mark but my fall and that that ruined me. 
Cromwell, I charge thee fling away ambi- 
tion. 

By that sin fell the angels. „ 
Love thyself last; cherish those hearts that 
Still in hand tl 

in thy rig nd carry gentle 5 
To silence envious tongues. Be — and 

fear not. 

Let all the ends thou aim’st at be thy God's, 
Thy country's and truth's; then if thou fall’st, 
O Cromwell, thou fall'st a blessed martyr.“ 


The path, therefore, to true great- 
ness, lies through humility. The only 
laudable ambition is comprised in con- 
tinually seeking ‘‘ the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness.” Let it be 
borne in mind that he who exalteth 
himself shall be abased, bat he who 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 
The most loved among the hosts of 
Israel te-day, are they who humbly 
move about doing good. And there 
are hundreds in the Church of Jesus 
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Christ of Latter-day Saints, who are 
scarcely known, except among the few, 
who are truly great in the eyes of our 
Father, because they are truly good. 
Such will, in time, find prominence, 
though not by seeking it. They will 


seeks power and name, and is ambi- 
tious of those objects, will surely find 
an uneasy bed. The hand of fate will 
rest heavily upon him, and its voice 


will say, as Brutus said of Cesar, 


He was ambitious, and I slew him.” 


be brought to the front; while he who 


{ 


— 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


The Eastern Question still obstinately refuses to be settled, and indeed, as 
we believe, never will subside into a settled calm till the Lord comes. It is 
emphatically the political question of the last days. As regards 
its passing phases, they are of a very mingled character.—Christian Herald. 


Warlike preparations. are proceeding on the Afghanistan frontier, and large | 


forces of Indian troops are being massed there. The Indian Government appear 
to believe that these. demonstrations will cause the Ameer to see the folly of 
resistance to England, and to make amends for his affront to the British Mis- 


sion. Liverpool Post. 
A prominent English Journal says: 


Of wars in the East, fearful famines in India and China, as well as earth- 
quakes in divers places, we have heard much of late. But it would seem that 
now the world is to suffer another of God's sore judgments—the pestilence is 
asserting its presence in the world; reminding us of our Savior's prediction that 
towards the end of this age there shall not only be wars and rumors of wars, 
and earthquakes,” but also ‘‘ pestilence and famines” (Matt. xxiv. 7).” 


The Christian Signal publishes the following in reference to the return of the 


Jews to Palestine: 


The mystery which veils heaven’s ultimate = in reference to this irre- 
pressible race may not be removed in our time; but in contemplating the dis- 


tant result of the reorganisation of nationality and political government by the 


Jews we look forward to their establishment in Palestine as a 2 to the 
world. They are, happily, innocent of the brutal Sclavonic instincts which pro- 
pel Muscovites to slaughter neighbouring peoples and on hypocritical pretexts to 
annex their territory. Neither do we indulge apprehensions that Jerusalem 
will ever become the focus of such Socialist conspiracies as are sapping the 
foundations of society in Germany, France, and Russia. They are too charac- 
teristically pacific and contented with their lot ever to hatch plots of vengeance 
against the descendants of Christians who massacred their fathers in York 
Castle, burned them in the fires of the Inquisition, and cruelly robbed them of 


their property and freedom. It is said to be proverbially difficult to convert a 


Jew to Christianity and very expensive too keep him converted ; and what gives 
edge to this sarcasm. is that cultivated Hebrews rarely, if ever, actually sever 
themselves in heart from their faith and their people, and their converts usually 
come from the poor and unfortunate, who, in changing their religion, are sus- 
pected of being actuated by interested motives. Be this as it may, however, 
if ever they are in considerable number to submit themselves to the Founder of 


‘Christianity, they can be won, not by sentimental platitudes or emotional excite- 


ment, but alone by an array of indisputable historic evidence in support of the 
elaims of Christianity to rank in contradistinction from all other religions, as an 
authoritative and a Divine revelation.” 


> ig 
nly 
Ind 
ew 
nd 
of | 
of 
est 
Ire 
— — — 
pi- 
18 
he 
th 
no 
ar 
Ds 
et 
le 
, 
le 
is 
| 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1878. 


THE MINISTRY. 
—0 — 
THE best and most effective method of prosecuting the work of the ministry 
is a subject worthy the most serious consideration. It is one in regard to 
which we have the most intense anxiety. In that feeling we are confident, ve 
are joined by every faithful elder now in the Missionary field. 

That the work may be carried on successfully it is an imperative necessity 
that the operations of the elders should be systematic. There should be that. 
respect for the principles of order and legally constituted authority, without 
which our efforts will be comparatively powerless and unfruitful. Observation 
and experience have led us to adopt the conclusion that, as a general rule, the 
Conferences should be districted, each elder receiving his particular field in 
which to operate. It should ain. be understood by each traveling elder, that 
he is expected to remain in his district, unless he have permission, from the 
President of the Conference, to leave it for some special cause. For similar 
reasons the Presidents of Conferences are expected to remain in their fields of 
labor. 

When district meetings are held, in cases when too much expense and tra- 
veling are not involved, the traveling Elders in the Conference generally can 
be invited to attend, giving them an occasional refreshing change. At the ge- 
neral Conference meetings the Elders are, of course, expected to be present. 

The general adoption of the line of policy set forth in the above will have in. 
our view, manyfadvantages and healthful results. By each Elder having allotted 
to him a special field or district, places upon him a direct responsibility, for he 
should be accountable for the stewardship, so to speak, that is committed to 
him. If he bea faithful and diligent steward this fact will be more likely to be 
known than if he were to engage in traveling generally over a wide range of 
ground. When the labors of an Elder.are confined more or less to a special 
field he necessarily has much more time to give to the actual work of the mini- 
stry. He can devote in this way the time and vitality that would be consumed 
in traveling between distant places. The physical condition has more or less 
effect upon the mental and spiritual forces of an individual. This being the 
case, an Elder who is tired and languid from travel wenld be in a much less fit 
state to attend to the direct duties ‘of his calling than if he were, „ rested. 
and physically vigorous.} 
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In a comparatively limited field of labor a missionary has a good opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with the people. We refer not only to the Saints, but 
more particularly persons who are not identified with the Church. Wherever 
s good, honest, earnest man goes, he gains the respect and confidence of those 
who make his acquaintance. This confidence begets opportunities of laying 
before the people the principles of the Gospel, and paves the way for their 
reception by those who hear. | : | 

That the people may have confidence in the Elders from Zion, the latter 
should lead blameless lives in the sight of God and man, shunning the very 
appearence of evil.” This course will lead those, who see their good works,” 
to “glorify God,” and embrace the Gospel of the Redeemer. The force of 
example is infinitely more powerful than that of mere precept. ¢ es 

In their labors in the ministry the Elders are advised to avoid getting into 


‘ruts and grooves and keeping monotonously on . the even tenor of their ways.“ 


Success depends upon enterprise and active, vigorous work, which will invari- 
ably be approved of the Lord and accompanied by His blessing. 

There may be Conferences where the application of the foregoing suggestions 
would be impractieable. But in relation to the whole matter the brethren are 
expected to be influenced by the spirit of wisdom, seeking always to be guided 


by the monitor which has been promised by the Lord to each of his faithful 


servants. It is not necessary to make too sudden or revolutionary changes. 
It should be the endeavor of every minister of Christ, however, to be ready to 
adopt and put in operation, gradually and effectively, every good measure for 
the welfare and advancement of the work of the Redeemer in the nations of 
the earth. | 


THE OLD ORY. 

Ir is astonishing that influential journals continue to take an untenable stand 
in relation to ‘‘Mormonism and the Mormons,” In their attacks upon that 
people and their institutions they adhere to the policy of reiterating the cry of 
‘‘delusion, imposture, etc.” Itis an easy matter to make an assertion of any 
description, but frequently impossible to sustain it by sound argument. The 
Leeds Mereury, of Sep. 17th, as quoted in Public Opinion, places itself in that 
ridiculous situation. Hear it : 


‘<The departure of six hundred Mormon converts for Utah is a somewhat rude 


awakening from the belief that the education of the people is a sure safeguard against 


religious delusion. Of these six hundred men and women who left Liverpool on Satur- 
day, two hundred have been converted by the Mormon agents in England, fifty in 
Wales, and forty in Scotland. The other moiety were converted in Germany, Switzer- 
land, Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, The attempt to convert the Irish failed, and the 
southern parts of Europe do not appear to have afforded successful fields of labor for the 
elders who have been sent to the Old World to propagate the great religious imposture 


of the New. The hard-headed inhabitants of the north of alone seem amenable 
to the persuasive tongues of the elders, and we have to with something like 


humiliation that Leeds has contributed some twenty converts to the band which sailed 
in the Wyoming on Saturday. We speak of the faith of these converts as a delu- 
sion, and to almost every thoughtful man or woman it seems one of the saddest and 


most audacious delusions ‘ded in the history of religious imposture. From begin · 
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ning to end the im is a lie so obvious that he who runs may read, and yet from 
the day when Joseph Smith invented his miserable Testament to the present, Mormenism 
has counted its converts by hundreds of thousands. It would be a mistake to assume 
that any large proportion of these converts wilfully delude themselves, or aecept the 
faith of Mormonism si ply because of the sensual element which distinguishes it. The 
sacrifices which they e, the sufferings which they undergo, and the zeal with which 
they give themselves to the strange doctrines and still stranger practices inculcated and 
followed by Brigham Young and his disciples, afford indubitable evidence of their 
sincerity. Their sincerity, however, is no justification of théir error. The delusion to 
which they give themselves is not the less a delusion because they accept it in goo faith. 
It is a painful reflection that with such people it is hopeléss to reason. They yield 
themselves to plausible arguments, and to theories which will not stand serious examina- 
er and having once done so, no dogma is too absurd to be received as an article of 
ith.’ 


It is somewhat gratifying that the departure of a company of Latter-day 
Saints from the shores of Britain, is an awakening ” of some sort, even if it 
be a rude one, It would be still better if that ‘‘ awakening” were sufficient 
to arouse journalists and other people from their willing sleep in regard to the 
true character and merits of ‘‘Mormonism and the Mormons.” They might 
perhaps discover that in crying delusion, imposture, etc., they stand in the 
same relation to the Church of Christ revealed in the latter times, through 
Joseph Smith the Prophet, as the persecutors and revilers of Jesus and his 
ancient disciples tothe latter. | 

So far as the nations of Southern Europe contributing in but a small degree 
to‘swell the ranks of the latter-day Zion, and the correspondingly large number 
of converts obtained from among the hard headed inhabitants of the north 
of Europe“ is concerned, it must be admitted that the nations of the north are 
peopled by generally acknowledged superior races. Anyway they manifest 
more sturdy common sense qualities, as a general thing, than their more fluctu- 
ating southern neighbors. Perhaps this may account for their greater readiness 
to accept of so sensible and solid a religious system as that presented to them 
by what the Mercury is pleased to call, the persuasive tones of the Elders.” 

The Mercury is entitled to some credit for giving expression to the reasonable 
opinion that the people*are not led to embrace Mormonism from sensual 
motives, and trathfully stating that they are a sincere and self-sacrificing peo- 
ple. The paper says: ‘‘Their sincerity, however, is no justification of their 
errors.” While giving the willingness of the Mormons to endure hardships — 
and make sacrifices as strong evidence of sincerity it gives not a single reason 
or fact in support of the proposition that Mormonism is an error and a delu- | 
sion.” Thecause of this dearth of support to the assertion is that it is untrue. 
The journalist, like all other people, who speak in reference to a subject upon 
which they are not informed, makes himself foolish to those who know that 
‘*Mormonism,” so called, is};the Gospel of Jesus Christ, revealed again in its 

The situation of thousands of the peopleſwho, like the company alluded to, 
snap asunder the ties of home, kindred and country, because of the command 
of the Living God to gather out from Babylon, has been anything but desirable, 
being in keeping with the cramped and crowded character of the nations they 
have left behind. A visit to Utah, where they have subsequently built up 
comfortable homes and are free from the hand of oppression, will prove to 
persons of the most obfuscated mentality that instead of having embraced, 
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in “Mormonism,” a delusive snare, they have become connected with a divine 
system, the effect of which, so far as their lives have comported with its spirit 
and principles, has been to improve their spiritual and temporal status. A bad 
tree n not core good fruit nor a clear fountain muddy and impure waters. 


into. —The 8. 8. — which sailed from this port September 14th, 
with over 600 emigrating Saints on board, arrived safely at New York, at 4 
p. m., on September 

RkLRASR.— Elder George Barber is released to return home with the une f 
sailing on the 19th of October. 5 a 


APPOINTMENTS. —Elder Danisl Jacobs is appointed to succeed Elder George 
Barber in the Presidency of the Norwich Conference, and Elder Walter J. 
Lewis is appointed to succeed Elder Daniel Jacobs in the Presidency of the 
Bristol Conference. Eider John R. Twelves is appointed to labor, as Travel- 
ing Elder, in the London ee under the direction of President W. B. 
Smith. | 


Morocco DresseR.—If there is a member of the Church, in this Mission who 
understands the business of morocco dressing, he will confer a favor by reporting 
to this Office. Bishop Edward Hunter wishes to get a person of that kind to 
work in his tannery in Salt Lake City. | 


GLR. A terriffic gale, amounting in some places to a hewling hurricane, 
recently swept over. the coast of Scotland. Portions of buildings were 
demolished, large trees snapped, boats were smashed and swamped,.and things 


generally made to rattle about. There was also some loss of life. 


_ Asatine.—There is an abatement of the dreadful yellow fever scourge that 
has been sweeping poor humanity into their graves by hundreds in large cities 
of the Southern States of America. Thousands upon thousands of people are 
nowiface to face with the hideous front of starvation, which has evolved out of 
the stoppage of business because of the plague. These are the days of plagues 
and pestilences. God is pleading with the inhabitants of the earth with the 
voice of judgment. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Brother George Reynolds wrote from Salt Lake City, September 6th : 

“The weather has moderated considerably, copious showers having fallen 
this week. Elder Erastus Snow has gone to Arizona, and Elders Orson Pratt 
and Joseph F. Smith to Missouri, Illinois, and other States.” 


President A. F. Macdonald of the Scottish Conference, writes under date of 
the 21st inst. :— — 
„% We have the prospect. of a two nights’ discussion, with the agent of the 


Glasgow Layman’s Protestant Association,’ at Govan, near Glasgow, where we 
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have been holding out- door meetings during thesummer. It will probably 
take placejin about two weeks.” 5 ee 
_ Elder George Meldrum wrote from Edinburgh, September 22nd :— 

‘*T am atill trying to do the best I can with. the help of the Lord in spreading 
the Gospel among the people in this district of country ; but it appears to 
be slow work to get them to believe in the plan of salvation as it has been 
revealed to Joseph [Smith by an holy Angel; they are like the Soribes and 
Pharisees, they love to build churches to the memory of dead prophets and 
apostles, but do not want living ones. If they had them now their craft would 
be in danger and their wickedness made manifest before all men. They are 
just the same as the people in the days of Paul, they cried out, Great is the 
God of Diana; in this generation they cry, Great is the wisdom and learning 
of men. They do not want God to speak; they think they can do very well 
themselves, with their own wisdom. But the time is not very far distant when, 
after the warning of His servants, God will speak by His judgments. Then 
the people will remember some of the predictions of His servants that are to 
come on them for their rejecting the Gospel of Christ. The blind lead the blind 
and both will fall into the ditch together. Thanks to God for His kindness 
towards us. He has given us a knowledge of His work.” 2 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 — 


Manchester, Sept. 9, 1878. 
Prest. Wm. Budge. 

Dear Brother,—As I have been re- 
leased from this Mission, and have the 
privilege to return home on the 14th 
of 1 I cannot leave the shores 
of Old England without giving ex- 
pression to my feelings through the 
medium of the Srar. 7 

I was called at the April Conference 
held in St. George, in 1877, and have 


ing under the presidency of Elder A. 
members being added by baptism. 
Thanking my numerous friends, 
brethren and sisters, for their kindness 
and benevolence, hoping to meet them 
in Zion, under more auspicious cir- 
cumstances, 1 remain your fellow- 
laborer in the kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
| JOHN STEELE. 


endeavored to preach salvation and 
deliverance to the people of this coun- 
try, and for that purpose have traveled 
in Ireland, Wales, Isle of Man, Lanca- 
shire, Cheshire, Staffordshire, and 
Derbyshire, and in all those places 
found many good people who were 
kind, hospitable and benevolent, and 
some who were willing to receive the 
truth and obey the Gospel. I have 
had the pleasure of baptizing quite a 
number, who are firm believers in the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. I have preached 
in the public streets, halls, and private 
Roane, railway carriages, and work- 


ops. 
I have been kindly treated by ay. 
9 


brethren and the Saints in gen 
and have had great pleasure in labor- 


Holywell, North Wales, 


Sept. 9, 1878. 
Prest. Wm. Budge. 
Dear Brother, — Since arriving in 
this country, Aug. 9, 1877, I have 
traveled in the Welsh Conference with 
much pleasure and ‘satisfaction, con- 
eg enjoying excellent health and 
eeling splendidly in spirits—rejoicing 
— in the work of the ford. 


I met brother W. J. Lewis in Swan- 


sea, about two months since, from 
which place we started on our tour 
through districts of country where the 
Gospel has not been preached for 
several years, and where there are no 
Latter-day Saints. We have traveled 


through, and held meeting in, every 
county in Foren Wales. We have 
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done, our traveling entirely on foot, 
holding meetings in the larger towns, 
and distributing tracts in the villages 
and hamlets, also.at the close of meet- 
ings ; in this way leaving the word of 
the Lord as we moved through the 
| | 

With few exceptions, we have been 
very successful in getting large, quiet 
— attentive congregations to listen 
to our message. The police officers 
have been very kind, generally, in 


ting us permission to hold meet - 


‘ings in the streets in the centre of the 
towns, and servicable in keeping the 
children and others quiet. In a few 
instances, however, we have received 
a little persecution and been disturbed, 
while, in our humble way, Fr 
the Gospel of our Lord and Savior. 


have foun 
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On one occasion an officious looking 
fellow came up to us and remarked, 
It you preach that doctrine here 
again, I will have yon arrested.” 

We find the people generally very 
against the Latter - 
ints. They seem satisfied with the 
corrupt form of worship. We 
| 4 a few, however, seeking 
for divine truth, some of whom have 
ordered our Church publications, with 
a desire to investigate the tenets of 

our faith. | 
With love to all at 42,“ praying 
the Lord to bless all the interests of 


own 


| His kingdom. 


I remain your brother in the 


Gospel 
W. N. WILLi4Ms, 


— 


MINUTES OF THE WELSH CONFERENCE, 


HELD 1N THE CROSS KEYS, MERTHYR TYDFIL, SUNDAY, SEPT. 8, 1878. 
— 


Elders present from Utah: Wm. 
Budge, Prest. of the European Mis- 
jon; A. Miner, Prest. of the Birming - 
ham Confererce; Jos. H. Parry, 
Prest. of, and John G. Jones, Thomas 
F. Howells, and George R. Emery, 
Traveling Elders in the Welsh Con- 
ference. Elders Wm. N. Williams 
and Walter J. Lewis were in North 
Wales, and unable to attend. 


| 3 | 10.30 a.m. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Samvel 
Shepton. 

The Sacrament was administered. 

Prest. Parry briefly stated the object 
of the Conference. He then read the 
Statistical Report of the Conference 
for the year ending June 30, 1878, 
which showed 19 Branches, 118 El. 
ders, 9 Priests, 9 Teachers, 18 Deacons, 
and 303 members: total members, 
457. Baptized, 82; emigrated, 83; 
died, 9; excommunicated, 20. He 
also read the Financial Report, show- 


ing a satisfactory state of the Con- 


ference, which was approved by unani- 
mous vote. 

The general Authorities of the 
Church in Zion were then unanimously 
upheld, as they were sustained at the 
last April Conference. The Prest. of 
the European Mission, and the local 


authorities, were also unanimously 


sustained. 

Elder Edward Joseph, the clerk of 
the Conference, was released from that 
office to emigrate to Utah with the 
next ship. | 

The different Branches were then 
represented by their Presidents, the 
Traveling Elders and others. 

Prest. Parry, in representing the 
whole Conference, spoke of the ex- 
tensive work done ‘during the past 
summer in obscure parts{of South 
Wales, and also through the whole of 
North Wales. Much out-door preach- 
ing had been done, and he expected 
good to result therefrom. The Saints. 
were very poor; many, he was sorry 
to say, he had found in his travels who 
were often in need: of the necessaries 
of life ; but they felt to do all the good 
they could to build up the kingdom, 
and felt encouraged in the work. A 
large number of the Saints were emi- 
grating to Zion this year, and he was 
very glad to see the worthy going. 

Prest. Budge felt glad to meet with 
his brethren in the capacity of a Con- 
ference, as he anticipated a time of 
enjoyment in the meetings As human 
beings we presented a dual organiza- 


tion, spiritual and physical; as our 


natural bodies required food for their 
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